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Future of the Cumbria Bee Times

Introducing Beekeeping

With the growth of IT sources for up to date
information on beekeeping, both local and
national, the CBT is read by fewer and fewer
people. However at the most recent Cumbria
Beekeepers Executive meeting it was agreed
that the publication should continue in order
to bring information on forthcoming events
to the attention of those members who do not
use computers and therefore have no access
to website.
All the suppliers of beekeeping equipment
locally who wish to continue to be included
will be
given space to advertise by
contacting the editor. As in the past, any
articles sent to the editor for inclusion in the
paper will be gratefully received. There will
be updates on disease outbreaks within the
county and alerts about perceived threats; for
example an outbreak of AFB
in a
geographically close location.
A list of the Branch Officials with their
contact details, including a phone number or
address will be maintained. The Branch
secretaries may be able to assist in keeping
this information up to date but at present the
list is incomplete so is not included in this
edition.
It has been agreed to put a synopsis of the
CBKA Executive meetings on the website,
information from which it is hoped will then
be distributed by the Branch Secretaries to
their computer-less members. The report
from each Executive meeting will be the unaccepted record which has to wait until the
following Executive meeting for signing.
However this is considered a way of keeping
all local members informed of Association
business.

Penrith BKA Courses

Penrith Beekeepers Association (PBKA) has now
established its training apiary at Acorn Bank, a National
Trust property near Penrith. This year we have arranged
for Julia & Martin Hoggard to run a course for us:
Introducing Beekeeping . It will be of interest to anyone
who would like to become a beekeeper as well as those
who have started beekeeping, but consider themselves to
be beginners.
Julia is a highly experienced beekeeper and trainer. She
and Martin run the Brigsteer Bee Reserve, just outside
Kendal.
More information about Julia, the Bee Reserve and
her training programmes, along with course feedback,
can be found at
www.BeeEd.org uk
Introducing Beekeeping is a two day course.
It will run twice on the following weekends:
Saturday 4th July and Sunday 5th July
Saturday 25th July and Sunday 26th July
Fee: £80 This includes: tuition; loan of kit;
information to take home; refreshments.
Concessions: £ 70 PBKA Members £50 Students
N.B Minimum age 12 years. Students U.18 must
be accompanied by an adult who is parent/guardian
also attending the course.

Places are limited.
Closing date for applications:
Course1: 15/6/15.
Course2: 13/7/15

‘Introducing Beekeeping’ : 4-5th July/ 25-26th July
2015 at Acorn Bank, Penrith.
FOR AN APPLICATION FORM &
COPY OF THE PROGRAMME
Contact
Sue
Hannon
PBKA
Secretary
TEL:01768341489
E mail:suehannon782@yahoo.co.uk

Dates for your Diary

Varroa Gates

Scientists at the Martin-Luther University in Halle, Germany
Next Cumbria Beekeepers Executive
Meeting: Sat July 4th 14.00 at Southey St together with the Animal Health division of Bayer are working on
the concept of a “Varroa gate” to kill mites on bees as they pass
Methodist Church, Keswick.
Please make sure at least 1 member attends both into and out of the hive( the phoretic stage of the mite). The
gate has to allow unhindered movement of the honey bees and must
from your Branch. If in doubt contact your
not cause the loss of pollen loads from the returning foragers.
Branch Secretary for more details.
The gates consist of strips impregnated with a pyrethroid, which
cover the hive entrance. These have 30 perforations, each 7mm in
July 4th/5th and July 24th/25th
diameter. The pyrethroid is constantly renewed around the holes.
Beginners courses Penrith Branch
Mites are wiped with the miticide but bees are not affected. In all
the colonies treated so far the
Saturday August 15th Annual Whitehaven
efficacy ranged from 98% to
100%.
Honey Show at the Gosforth Agricultural
There are plans for 3 different
Show
mite gates to avoid resistance. If
the gates work it is to be hoped
Saturday September 5th Cockermouth
that seeing bees diseased with
Convention Embleton Village Hall
Deformed Wing Virus; see photo
will become a rarity. The Varroa
Saturday 7th November Annual Cumbria
gates are undergoing registration
Beekeepers Honey Show Newbiggin,
at present. For more information
Courtesy The Animal and Plant Health
Penrith
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
Agency (APHA), Crown Copyright
v=BopnuGffDpk

Unlucky 13-

Observations in the hive
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