We will try to keep on top of the varroa numbers. All our hives bar one had
open mesh floors with no inserts all winter. The colony with a solid floor had
used more food, some bees had perished of local starvation on the outer
combs and had one less frame of brood compared to those with OMFs.
How does this compare with other member's experience of open mesh
floors? One queen had been replaced late in the year so it was pleasing to
see she had mated well. She is one of the biggest queens | have seen so
perhaps she will be too heavy to fly off in a swarm. We are keeping a close
eye on stores and will feed syrup if necessary. We don’'t want to lose the
bees now after getting them through the winter for the sake of a few bags of
sugar.

This year we intend increasing colony numbers rather than going for honey
but it all depends on the weather. Surely we can’t have four poor
beekeeping seasons in a row.

Christine Matthews

Climate Change Survey.

Jeanette Rotherham, a student on the HND Animal Management Course at
Grimsby Institute of Further and Higher Education is carrying out a project to
study the relationship between climate change and the honeybee population.
She would like to know if climate change is more than an underlying problem
for the beekeeping community and could be considered a serious direct
threat to the future survival of honeybees. To this end she asks beekeepers
to complete a questionnaire that will be anonymous and all answers treated
in confidence. A summary of the results will be available in June if you
would like. The survey is on the web site for anyone interested in taking part
- details at http://www.scottishbeekeepers.org.uk/news/htim/news/html
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Chairman’s Remarks

Our Disease ldentification evening takes place on Monday 26 April so if you
get this before then do bring a few recently killed bees (deep freeze is a
good place) and you can examine them under a microscope for various
diseases.

The apiary days have started so do come along for some informed chat and
pick up a few useful tips on anything from beekeeping to tea making!

It's a bit of a worry that more foul brood has been found in the Longtown
area (it has been dealt with). We can’t stop bees flying but we can be
sensible about where we move our bees to and from and our hygiene when
handling bees must be improved.

The beginners’ course is in full swing with nearly 20 students attending
which is excellent. Let's hope that those wishing to acquire bees this year
find it easier than last year.

Fast approaching is the Carlisle Spring Show on 2™ & 3™ May, and then on
19™ June our county wide Disease Day at Houghton Village Hall, so put
them in your diary.

With the late spring and night frosts etc, increased brood rearing could mean
higher than usual consumption of stores so check that there is a good
supply, particularly in the smaller colonies.

Charlie (Savage)




An Invitation to all Beekeepers in the Scottish Borders
and Northern England

Cumbria BKA is holding a

DISEASE DAY

On Saturday 19" June 2010
9 am — 5pm
At Houghton Village Hall, Carlisle
(off of J44 M6)

A full day of lectures including a practical session on
AFB/EFB diagnosis on live hive of bees.

Topics covered: AFB. EFB, Varroa, nosema cerana, plus other hive
diseases and pathogens

Bring your own bee suits etc, but we will have some spares for those
who are just starting out.

Lecturers are
lan Molyneux, Regional Bee Inspector
Stuart Beattie, Doug Jones and John Newton
Seasonal Bee Inspectors
Plus guest speaker from the Scottish Government Rural Payments
and Inspections Directorate

Cost £5.00

Teas and coffees provided. Bring your own packed lunch

To book your place or for more information contact Peter Matthews
01461 205525 or email silverhive@btinternet.com

Last Meeting

Wax — Recovery and Uses was the topic for the meeting on 29" March 2010.
Peter Matthews outlined methods of recovery and refining of wax from old
combs and cappings and the equipment used. He showed how he made
foundation sheets and wired them up. Lorraine Priestley demonstrated
encaustic painting using coloured beeswax and even persuaded some of the
audience to have a go. She also showed the necessary tools for candle
making and had some finished examples of candles and hand balm for the
members to see. Hopefully members of the club will make full use of this
valuable product of the hive.

Diary Dates
Monday 26™ April Disease Identification Houghton Village Hall at 7pm
This is the last indoor meeting until September.

The 3 shows where we will have a display are, Carlisle Spring Show, Bitts park,
Carlisle, Sunday 2nd and Monday 3rd May; the Cumberland Show at Carlisle
Racecourse (less likely to flood) on Saturday 17th July and the Dalston Show on
Saturday 7 th August. Our aim is to educate the public about bees and
beekeeping. If you are willing to help at these events, you don’t need to be an
expert beekeeper, contact Walter or Charlie — details overleaf

Meetings at the Association Apiary at Walby at 2pm

Sat 8 May, Sat 5 June, Sun 20 June, Sat 3™ July, Sun 18 July, Sat 31 July,

Sun 15 Aug, Sat 28 Aug, Sun 12 Sept, Sat 25 Sept, Sun 10 Oct — Clean up day
The BBQ which was to be held at Charlie & Julia’s on Sunday 23" May has had
to be postponed as Charlie is experiencing complications from his surgery.

Seasonal Notes

Hopefully, the cold weather is now behind us and we can enjoy the welcome
sunshine and warmth. The gooseberry bushes are in full bloom and alive
with insects — wood wasps distinguishable from the common wasp by having
only 2 yellow spots on the thorax instead of 4, 2 types of bumble bee, and
carder bees plus other hymenoptera but no honeybees. | have never before
seen so many carder bees — they must like cold winters.

We were able to do our first full inspection the other day and were pleased
to see textbook brood patterns, a nice ring of pollen round the brood and an
absence of disease. We had checked some of the hives for acarine and
nosema with negative results. We will put in inserts to check the mite drop.



