
 
 
 
Diary Dates 
 
Apiary meetings are held at the Association Apiary, Walby at 2pm 
Dates are Sun 16th August, Sat 29th August. 
Dalston Show, Dalston Sat 8th August.    Phone Walter, details below, if you 
would like to help on our displays. 
Apimondia, Montpellier, South of France  15th – 20th September 
Indoor meeting  Rare Breeds by Nick Mills at Hoghton Village Hall, 
Houghton at 7.30 pm on Monday 28th September 
National Honey Show, Weybridge  29th Oct – 31st October.  Entries by 1st 
October. 
Cumbria Honey Show and Convention At Southey Street Methodist Hall, 
Keswick on Saturday 14th November 
Wax Day  Sat 5th Dec – Cleaning, wax extractors, candle making, 
foundation pressing etc.  More details later. 
 
Association Equipment 
For those of you fortunate to have successfully overwintered your bees and 
now have supers full of honey we now have three extractors held in different 
area for ease of collection and return: in the east   Pete Stride,  tel.  01228 
670469,    in the west  Mike Ainscow, 01697 351593 and in the north Lorraine 
Priestley 01461 40440.  Please phone in the evenings on weekdays or at the 
weekends.  Equipment must be returned in a clean condition. 
 
Enclosed with this newsletter is a copy of the Cumbria Bee Times 
 

 
Contact Details 
 
Chairperson Mr Charlie Savage, Northsceugh, Ainstable, Carlisle, CA4 

9RD 
 Tel: 01768 896235 
Secretary Mr Walter Mcphee, Low Buildings, Castlesteads, Brampton, 

CA8 2AX  Tel: 016977 41530     
email: mcphee@ yahoo.com  

Treasurer Miss Donna Melbourne, 16 Woodleigh, Walton, Brampton, 
CA8 2DS 
Tel: 016977 3591 

Newsletter Christine Matthews, Silverhive@hotmail.com 
 

 

 
 

 
 
Chairman’ Report  
 
Well the barbeque summer was short lived, wasn’t it?  Charcoal and gas 
suppliers will be just as disappointed as bee keepers.  What we can say is 
that it has been a better year than last year. 
 
The apiary meetings have been very well attended with new members 
attending regularly and all keen to learn about handling bees etc. 
 
Personally I think the atmosphere at the meetings has improved.  Carlisle 
BKA has always been a friendly club but there is a new injection of humour 
and enthusiasm which is excellent. 
 
By the time this report is read, the Dalston Show will probably have taken 
place, at which Carlisle BKA have a tent with observation hive, leaflets, 
honey to sell (usually, but probably not this year) and some well informed 
volunteers from the club to deal with the great interest from members of the 
public of all ages. 
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We’ve already been at the Spring Flower Show at Bitts Park, but 
unfortunately the Cumberland Show was cancelled due to the weather.  Peter 
and Christine Matthews and Walter and Mary McPhee and others had a 
horrendous time with the floods, having to retrieve the tent in standing water, 
access being dreadful with mud and water everywhere.  On top of that, 
everything had to be dried out the following day. 
We do need people to volunteer for the shows so that it is not left to the same 
people every year. It is actually very satisfying talking to enthusiastic 
members of the public and if there is a good team of helpers it is not arduous 
at all. Luckily, the weather is rarely as bad as experienced at the Cumberland 
Show this year. 
 
A new member, Peter Harris who is a skilled joiner would like to make hives 
for beekeepers.  He has very generously offered to make a National hive to 
raise funds for a good cause.  It has been decided to have sealed bids for 
this hive and the winner to be announced at the AGM on Monday 30th 
November.  Details of the hive are available from Peter Harris on 
07830432014.  The proceeds will be donated to Hospice at Home in memory 
of Peter Addison who died recently and was a long standing member of 
Carlisle BKA. 
 
It will soon be time for getting the bees ready for winter.  Make a checklist of 
all necessary jobs to make sure that they are put away in the best possible 
condition. 
Charlie Savage 
 
 
 
A message from the Seasonal Beekeeping Inspector 
Please can you make your beekeepers aware that an outbreak of EFB has been 
found in a number of apiary sites across Scotland, in counties of Ayrshire, Perthshire 
and Angus. Please see The Scottish Beekeepers web site for details. Link below. 
  
Can your beekeepers let me know if they have brought bees in from Scotland in last 
12 months or have or intend taking bees to Scotland this year to the heather. 
  
Thanks Stewart Beattie SBI  
 Tel. 1229 463127 
or contact Ian Molyneux RBI   
Tel. 01204 381186 
  
 
 

http://www.scottishbeekeepers.org.uk/ 
 
 
 
I have printed the introduction to the SBA notes on this outbreak.  For full text go to 
link above. 
 

Widespread Outbreak of EFB in Scotland  
Updated 17 July 2009  

In early July 2009 disease in the apiaries of a commercial beekeeper in 
Perthshire was diagnosed as European Foulbrood (EFB). This note was 
drawn up with the encouragement and participation of the beekeeper, an 
experienced and respected member of the beekeeping community in Scotland.  
This outbreak of EFB is suspected to have been present in the apiaries of the 
beekeeper for at least two years. Around 5% of his colonies are infected and the 
beekeeper is pursuing a policy of burning all affected colonies. Continuing 
investigations suggest that this disease may be well-established in the apiaries of 
other beekeepers in the area and, at present, neither the geographical boundaries 
nor the ultimate origins of the outbreak can be determined. There are currently 
suspect cases over a broad area of Strathmore, in the Carse of Gowrie and in the 
Dundee area. It is possible that the disease is as yet unrecognised elsewhere and 
more widespread. Updates to this note will published on the SBA website as the 
current investigations continue.  
The disease is hard to identify and the affected colonies have been thought until 
recently to be suffering from Parasitic Mite Syndrome brought on by ineffective 
treatments for Varroa. The beekeeper reporting these problems to the Scottish 
Government wishes to acknowledge the role of the local bee inspector in identifying 
the true nature of the infection. 
 
Editor’s note:  There have been 4 cases of American Foul Brood found last week in 
the same area.  If you see any thing that looks suspicious in the brood nest you are 
not sure about seek help.  There is no disgrace in having brood disease in your 
colonies but there is in not recognising it or failing to act.   
 
Events 
Many beekeepers from the Carlisle club and representatives from the County 
Association were present at Carlisle Crematorium for the service to celebrate the life 
of Peter Addison, a stalwart of Carlisle and Cumbria beekeeping associations.  He 
will be greatly missed especially at the shows where he was so good at explaining to 
the public the workings of the hive and the honeybees. 
 
The Cumberland Show was a non-event as it was cancelled early on the Saturday 
morning.  The venue would have been suited to mud wrestling or bog snorkelling. 
Let us hope that we get some decent weather for Dalston Show. 
 


