
 
CUMBRIA BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION  -  CARLISLE BRANCH  
 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 2010  
Subscriptions are due on 1st January 2010.   
Membership benefits (see below) only start when subs have been paid. 
Membership of Carlisle Branch includes membership of Cumbria BKA and the right to attend 
all Cumbria, and Cumbria Association Branch meetings also membership and benefits of the 
British Beekeepers Association, including Third Party and Product Liability insurance but not 
BDI.  
Individual membership allows for other family me mbers to attend Carlisle Branch meetings 
and events. 
Benefits through membership to secondary organisations (e.g. BBKA insurance, BBKA news) 
apply only to the first named member of a dual family membership.  
Members may borrow beekeeping books from the branch library. 
You will be covered by BBKA insurance as soon as your money is received by the 
Treasurer.  Keep your receipt in a safe place.  
Individual / family membership for 2010 is £21 which includes BBKA (£14) and 
Cumbria BKA capitation (£3) for one perso n.  
Please complete the form below and send with a cheque, made payable to 
Carlisle BKA , to    Donna Melbourne, 16 Woodleigh, Walton, Brampton.  CA8 2DS
  
 
 
Surname………………………………………Title…………………………  
 
Forenames ………………………………………………………………….  
 
Address…………………………………………… …………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………Post Code….................................  
 
Email………………………………………………………………………….  
 
Telephone…………………………………………………………………  
 
Members’ details are used by the branch secretary, and names and addresses are passed to 
BBKA for their administrative needs and to National Bee Unit Inspectors.  I agree to this.  
 
Signature   …………………………………………………………………….…….  Date  ……………………………  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Chairman’s Remarks 
Since the previous newsletter the annual dinner has taken place at Cumbria 
Cottage Tea Room, Hayton.  It seems to have been a success, the food and 
friendly service was praised by most if not all of those attending. 
At a committee meeting last night, Bee Disease Insurance was discussed at 
some length.  It’s quite complicated because we as a group have either all 
got to be covered or not at all.  Our members with bees in Scotland, of which 
there are quite a few, would not be covered, which is not logical.  So, we at 
Carlisle BKA need to discuss amongst ourselves and get a consensus on 
which road to go down.  It does not cover bee replacement or hive boxes so 
the best thing is to discuss it with committee members who have all the 
details of BDI. 
On 19 June Carlisle BKA is organising a ‘Disease Day’ on behalf of Cumbria 
BKA at Houghton Village Hall.  It will be advertised county wide and Peter 
Matthews has kindly agreed to be the organiser.  He will, of course, need 
help so be prepared.  It will consist of a series of workshops run by various 
experts and there will be refreshments available. 
Also up for discussion were the 3 shows at which Carlisle BKA have a stand.  
It was pleasing to see that volunteers for the shows came forward readily 
and we would like to encourage any new members to visit the stands. They 
will receive a warm welcome.  The 3 shows are, Carlisle Spring Show, 
Sunday 2nd and Monday 3rd May, the Cumberland Show on Saturday 17th 
July  and the Dalston Show on Saturday 7th August.. 
The Peter Harris hive was won with a very generous sealed bid of £500 by 
Angela Addison and family.  The £500 has been received by Hospice at 
Home with a letter of much gratitude from them. 
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Our bees need to be checked for sufficient stores as egg laying should be 
under way and it is a critical time between now and the first nectar flow.  
Having come through the winter it would be a great pity to see them starve 
now! 
 
Charlie (Savage) 
 
AMBROSIA 
This is invert sugar syrup for feeding bees and does not go mouldy.  It can 
be left on the hive all winter and is used by many commercial beekeepers.  
 
BEEHIVEMAKER 
Beehives made to order at our joinery 
Ambrosia Syrup and Fondant £1/kg.  Any weight supplied.   
British Bees: Nucs for sale.  Contact Peter Harris, tel 078304 3201 
Or www.beehivemaker.co.uk 
 
 
Diary dates 
Indoor meetings are held at Houghton Village Hall, Houghton at 7.30pm 
unless otherwise stated. 
Monday 22nd February  -  Ian Molyneux, Regional Bee Inspector 
Sunday 28th February – Introduction to Beekeeping day at Braithwaite 
Memorial Hall,  9 am – 5 pm,  £15 Contact me, as below, for details 
Saturday 6th March  - AGM of Cumbria Beekeepers, 12.30pm Southey Street 
Church Hall, Keswick 
Monday 29th March  -  Wax recovery and Use 
Sunday April 11th - Beginners Beekeeping Course 10 am -12 noon.  
Houghton Village Hall, Houghton 
Monday 26th April – Disease Identification 
Apiary Days – April – June  held at the Association Apiary, Walby at 2pm 
Saturday 10th April – Clean up day  
Sunday 25th April, Saturday 8th May , Saturday 5thJune , Sunday 20th June 
Sunday 23rd May – Apiary day and BBQ at Charlie Savage’s apiary. 
 
Christine Matthews 
 
Beginners Classes 
A series of 6 Beginners’s beekeeping sessions, following the BBKA Basic 
Syllabus, will start on Sunday April 11th at 10am – noon in Houghton Village 
Hall, Houghton.  Subsequent dates are Sat 17th April, Sat 24th April, Sat 8th 

May, Saturday 15th May – all at Houghton Village Hall.  Practical dates and 
venues to be arranged.  Cost £30 to be paid at first session.  For more 
details or to register please contact me on silverhive@hotmail.com or 01461 
205525. 
 
BDI 
As mentioned in the Chairman’s remarks the Executive of Cumbria 
Beekeepers’ Association was asked to raise the issue of Bee Diseases 
Insurance (BDI) at the AGM on March 6th.  This has become important as 
AFB and EFB have been found in close proximity.  BDI can be joined as a 
branch or County but not as an individual unless you have 40 or more hives.   
BDI does not cover colonies in Scotland. If Carlisle Beekeepers joined BDI 
every full member would pay £3 extra on their subs if they had 1 - 3 colonies   
A nucleus is considered as a colony..  Those who had more hives would pay 
additional premium eg  if you had 4 or 5 colonies you would pay an extra £2 
as well as your £3.  If you had 25 colonies including the basic 3 you would 
pay an additional £11.10 
You must be insured for all colonies owned at the time of inspection 
otherwise any payments are void.  This means that if you only paid for 5 
colonies but had 8 when the Bee Inspector confirmed AFB you would get no 
payout.  So you must anticipate swarms and expansion when making your 
payments at the start of the year.  Compensation rates depend on condition  
Excellent/As New, Good or Poor and cover frames, covers, quilts, queen 
excluders, crown boards, open mesh floors and saleable honey but not hives 
and bees.  Every member must consider this carefully and make their views 
known to the committee. 
 
Contact Details 
 
Chairperson Mr Charlie Savage, Northsceugh, Ainstable, Carlisle, CA4 

9RD 
 Tel: 01768 896235 
Secretary Mr Walter Mcphee, Low Buildings, Castlesteads, Brampton, 

CA8 2AX  Tel: 016977 41530     
email: walter.mcphee@ yahoo.co.uk  

Treasurer Miss Donna Melbourne, 16 Woodleigh, Walton, Brampton, 
CA8 2DS 
Tel: 016977 3591 

Newsletter Christine Matthews, Silverhive@hotmail.com 


