Diary Dates

Apiary meetings are held at the Association Apiary, Walby at 2pm
Dates are Sun 21% June, Sat 4™ July, Sun 19" July, Sat 1% August,
Sun 16" August, Sat 29™ August.

Cumberland Show, Rickerby Park, Saturday 18" July

Dalston Show, Dalston Sat 8" August. Phone Walter, details below,
if you would like to help on our displays.

Apimondia, Montpellier, South of France 15" — 20" September
National Honey Show, Weybridge 29" Oct — 31 October. Entries by
1% October.

Wax Day Sat 5™ Dec — Cleaning, wax extractors, candle making,
foundation pressing etc. More details later.

Association Equipment

For those of you fortunate to have successfully overwintered your bees
and now have supers full of honey we now have three extractors held
in different area for ease of collection and return: in the east Pete
Stride, tel. 01228 670469, inthe west Mike Ainscow, 01697 351593
and in the north Lorraine Priestley 01461 40440. Please phone in the
evenings on weekdays or at the weekends. Equipment must be
returned in a clean condition.

Enclosed with this newsletter is a copy of the Cumbria Bee Times

Contact Details

Chairperson Mr Charlie Savage, Northsceugh, Ainstable, Carlisle, CA4
9RD
Tel: 01768 896235

Secretary  Mr Walter Mcphee, Low Buildings, Castlesteads,
Brampton, CA8 2AX Tel: 016977 41530
email: mcphee@ yahoo.com

Treasurer Miss Donna Melbourne, 16 Woodleigh, Walton,

Brampton, CA8 2DS
Tel: 016977 3591
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Peter at the Varroa ay, Carlisle

Obituary

With deep sadness | have to report the sad news that Peter Addison
died last week after a long illness. The funeral service will be on Friday
19™ June at Carlisle Crematorium, Dalston Road at 11 am. Angela has
asked that no black be worn, as the service will a celebration of Peter’s
life. Family flowers only.

Peter and Angela were unstinting in their support for the club and
county association. They hosted club apiary days in their beautiful
walled garden. Peter stepped in, when no one else would volunteer, to



be a very successful chairman of Cumbria BKA. He attended the
BBKA Delegates meetings and made sure that Cumbrian beekeepers
were represented at national level. He was an advocate in educating
children and promoted Bees in the Curriculum at several local primary
schools. He and Angela were always willing to help out at our displays
at agricultural and countryside events such as the Dalston Show. He
took special delight in explaining the wonders of the observation hive to
the children of all ages. He was unfailingly courteous and mannerly
but did not shrink from expressing deeply held opinions.

We extend our deepest sympathies to Angela and their family.
Christine Matthews

Chairman’s Report

The Swarming season is now with us so a weekly check on all hives is
essential to look for queen cells or other signs of the swarming instinct,
making sure there is enough space in the brood chamber and the
supers, come to that.

There have been up to 15 people on the beginners’ course organised
by Christine Matthews and her helpers, Walter McPhee and Nick Mills.
Carlisle Beekeepers will benefit from a new intake of members
especially by those keen to get a hive or two of their own. I'm equally
certain that those new members will benefit from being in our
Association.

There is one problem that we are all aware of, and that is a lack of
local bees to supply to new members due to two appalling beekeeping
years. So to those experienced beekeepers amongst us, it would be
good if you came across any swarms or have any surplus colonies,
providing they are reasonably healthy of course, to be mindful of the
keen new members looking for their first colony.

Please contact Walter McPhee or myself and we will put you in touch
with a new beekeeper.

The apiary days are well attended and Syd Parker is putting a lot of
effort into queen rearing, but unfortunately suffering from colonies not
building up sufficiently.

Use the link below to access the new Carlisle Beekeepers website:-
www.pupil.me.uk

Beginners’ Course

We have held a successful course for 15 students over six weeks at
Houghton Village Hall and the Association Apiary. | would like to thank
Walter and Nick for sharing their expertise in delivering ‘The
Beekeeping Year and ‘Diseases and Pests’ and Peter for helping with
the practical sessions. The feedback we have had has been very
positive and all the students are now keen to get their own bees.

We hope they will see the benefits of belonging to Carlisle Beekeepers
Association and will help us keep the club going from strength to
strength.

Co Dublin BKA is piloting a scheme to support new beekeepers. Each
beginner who applies for a buddy will be paired with an experienced
beekeeper, ideally in the same area, to provide advice, support and
encouragement.

The experienced beekeeper will bring the beginner to their apiary to do
an inspection of the hives at least once, visit the beginner’s apiary at
least once and do an inspection together and be on hand to provide
help over the phone.

In return the beginner will be asked to come to the Association
demonstrations, commit to enter something (honey, wax, candles,
cake, a photo, etc) in the honey show.

Do you think this could work in Carlisle? It could be a way of retaining
all these keen beginners and helping them build on what they have
learned on the beginners’ course. | would welcome any feedback on
this. 1 would be willing to do the admin.

Christine Matthews, email: silverhive@btinternet.com

| would always be pleased to receive copy for the newsletter eg
spectacular swarms, unusual happenings etc to email as above or 4
Annanhill, ANNAN. DG12 6TN

Nigel Vear is still looking for content for the web page. See left for link



