
 
For Sale:  Hives made to your specifications.  Contact Peter Harris on 
mobile 07830432014.   
 
Contact Details 
 
Chairperson Mr Charlie Savage, Northsceugh, Ainstable, Carlisle, CA4 

9RD 
 Tel: 01768 896235 
Secretary Mr Walter Mcphee, Low Buildings, Castlesteads, Brampton, 

CA8 2AX  Tel: 016977 41530     
email: mcphee@ yahoo.com  

Treasurer Miss Donna Melbourne, 16 Woodleigh, Walton, Brampton, 
CA8 2DS 
Tel: 016977 3591 

Newsletter Christine Matthews, Silverhive@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
-----------��-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
A CHARGE OF £8.00 PER PERSON WILL BE MADE TO COVER EXPENSES. 

Includes buffet Lunch 
Lunch must be pre-booked by November 12th   

Entry Form 
 
Name…………………………………………….. Contact phone 
number……………………………… 
 
Classes I intend to 
enter……………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Entrance to talks and lunch £8.00 
Please return entry forms to either your branch secretary or Stephen Barnes 8 
Albemarle Street Cockermouth CA13 0BG 
 
Cheques should be made payable to Cumbria Beekeepers Association 
For Office use                         
 Cheque paid                                              Details passed to Steward 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman’s Remarks 
First of all our sincere condolences go to Donna Melbourne, our treasurer, as she 
has just lost her father, Ron, who was a long standing member of Carlisle BKA. 
The Apiary clean up day was well attended this year which was great.  Clean up day 
can be a little short of members, but it makes a huge difference to getting the work 
done and there’s still time for a chin wag and one of Lorraine’s excellent cups of tea, 
so thank you very much. 
The committee met last week to discuss some ideas for next year; the annual dinner 
and how many new committee members we might need for next year. 
It was also decided to start charging a modest amount for the beginners’ course as 
there are quite a few costs in running an organisation like ours.  The AGM is the 
next meeting which is on November 30th at Houghton Village Hall at 7.30 so do 
come along.  It’s also the last opportunity to bid for the hive as the envelopes will be 
opened then. 
On Monday evening we held our annual honey show which was judged by Peter 
Matthews and assisted by Christine.  We had a good show of hive products with 
more honey than last year and it was very well attended.  Next year let’s hope for 
groaning tables at the honey show. 
Charlie Savage 
 
Don’t forget   As I mentioned in the last newsletter, we have a beautiful cedar 
National Hive which was made by Peter Harris and donated to Carlisle BKA to raise 
money for a good cause.  Sealed bids are being taken now for opening on AGM 
night on 30th November.  If you would like to know more about the hive please 
contact Peter Harris on 07830432014.  All the money goes to Hospice at Home.  
Bids can be sent to me (sealed) at ‘Northsceugh’, Ainstable, Carlisle CA4 9RD or at 
any of the meetings between now and the AGM, including at the AGM itself. 
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Obituary.  Ronald Melbourne. 
Ron was born in the market town of Ringwood within the boundaries of the New 
Forest in the County of Hampshire.  It was here that he did his schooling and then 
on leaving school he went to work for the Southern Electricity Company based at 
Castle Malwood, not too far from his home at Ringwood.  He joined the Army in 
1939 and was a member of the REME (The Royal Electrical and Mechanical 
Engineers) and did most of his service in North Africa as one of the desert rats 
fighting the German army under General Rommel.  After the war he returned to his 
beloved Ringwood and in 1950 he married Edna and they had four children who 
have all grown up to be fine respectable members of this country.   
I met Ron on moving up to Annan in 2003 when Christine and I became members of 
Carlisle BKA. It was at an apiary meeting at Walby I got talking to this tall smart man 
who talked with an accent that made my ears prick up, it was an accent of a forester 
(name for a person born within the boundaries of the New Forest) and on talking to 
him I found that he like me was a Hampshire Hog.  Ron had been a member of the 
New Forest BKA and had many hives. His other love was fishing the river Avon, a 
most beautiful chalk river that starts up on Salisbury Plain and meanders down 
through Ringwood towards the sea at Christchurch.  On this river he was a part time 
river keeper and later on a bailiff. He was an accomplished fisherman who got many 
a good size of salmon.  
Ron and Edna moved to Walton to be near his family and it was here that they 
celebrated their golden wedding, but unfortunately not long after his beloved Edna 
passed away and Ron was alone with his parrot and bees. He was member of the 
Order of Oddfellows whose motto is to help those less fortunate than oneself, this he 
did with exemplary service to all his friends and fellow members. He gave a lot of his 
time to new beekeepers of our association and has left us with a lasting legacy of 
the Dartington Hive and the shed where we all sit when it is wet at our apiary 
meetings.  Due to illness Ron was not able to attend the association meetings 
latterly, His daughter Donna gave up her job down in Worcestershire to look after 
Ron and became the association treasurer, so he still had contact with the club and 
Donna looked after his bees.  
 Of this blest man, let his just praise be given, 
Heaven was in him before he was in Heaven. 
Izaak Walton, author of ‘The Compleat Angler’ 
 
Peter Matthews 
 
Last Meeting 
The Honey Show was held on 25th September 2009.  There were 12 entrants, some 
novices, and 36 exhibits.  The standard was good despite the poor year.  A few 
exhibits needed a little more care in the presentation but this comes with practice.   
Peter gave a few tips on what the judge looks for and how to ensure an exhibit free 
from bubbles and debris. 
 

 
Diary 
Provisional details for Annual Dinner  to be held on Saturday 23th January 2010, 7 
for 7.30pm at Gelt Farm, Warwick Bridge cost approx £17.50 
Saturday 14th Nov:  Cumbria Honey Show and Conference at Threlkeld Village 
Hall, nr Keswick.  £8 in advance, £10 at door includes soup and sandwich lunch and 
refreshments.  Speakers Peter Schollick, Yorkshire and Eamon Quinn from Trading 
Standards.  Lunch must be pre-booked by 12th November.  Return entry forms to 
Walter Mcphee or Stephen Barnes, 8 Abermarle Street, Cockermouth.  CA13 0BG .  
Schedule enclosed in last newsletter.  Booking and Entry Form overleaf 
Mon 30th November 2009     AGM at Houghton Village Hall, Houghton at 7.30pm 
Further dates will be available once the new committee is in place after the AGM. 
 

CUMBRIA  BEEKEEPERS  ASSOCIATION    Carlisle Branch 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2009. 
Monday November 30th, at 7.30 p.m. in the Houghton Village Hall. 

 
AGENDA 

1. Attendance, apologies for absence 
2. Minutes of AGM, Nov. 08 
3. Matters arising from minutes 
4. Correspondence 
5. Reports              a) Chairman   

            b) Treasurer   
 6 .Adoption of reports 
 7. Election of officers 
  Chairman 

Vice Chairman                                      
General Secretary 

             Membership Secretary 
 Treasurer 
             Newsletter Editor 
 Committee members 

Apiary Committee 
Cumbria Area Representative 

8. Appointment of auditor 
9. Apiary reports & business 
10. Setting Branch subs 
11. 2009 program 
12. Peter Harris has donated a Hive to the branch which is being auctioned by 
sealed bids.(contact Charlie Savage)  Auction to be finalized. 
13. AOB 
 We hope that as many members attend as possible to air their views and 
stand for election. There will be a few vacant positions, 
 



Walter Mcphee,  Secretary 


