
Honey Show Schedule 
Monday 26th October 2009 at Houghton Village Hall, Carlisle at 7.30pm 

 
Enter on the night -  no entry fee 
Class 1     2 Jars of Light Honey. 
Class 2     2 Jars of Medium Honey. 
Class 3     2 Jars of Naturally Crystallised, Soft Set or Creamed Honey 
Class 4     2 Jars Heather Honey 
Class 5     2 Jars Labelled as for Sale. (Light, Medium, crystallised or Soft Set ) 
Class 6     1 container cut comb approx  8oz 
Class 7     3 x 1oz blocks of wax matching in all aspects. 
Class 8     Honey Cake to your own recipe 
Class 9     Honey Biscuits or Cookies 
Class 10   Novice 1 jar of any type of honey 
Rules 
1. All exhibits of honey and other hive products must be from bees in the ownership of the 

member, partner or family. 
2. The jars are to be British Standard 1lb, 454g glass jars and with screw top lids. 
3. The liquid honey colours will be determined by the use of BS grading glasses. 
4. The honey cake and biscuits to be displayed on a paper plate inside a clear plastic 

bag. 
 
Diary dates 
Saturday 10th Oct:  Cockermouth Beekeepers’ Convention - details see over 
Sunday 11th Oct:    Clean up day at the Association Apiary, Walby at 2pm 
Monday 26th Oct:  Honey Show  - details see above. 
Wednesday 27th:  Entries to be submitted for National Honey Show 
Thurs 28th – Sat 31st Oct:  National Honey Show, Weybridge with lectures  and 
workshops. 
Saturday 14th Nov:  Cumbria Honey Show and Conference at Threlkeld Village Hall, 
nr Keswick.  £8 in advance, £10 at door includes soup and sandwich lunch and 
refreshments.  Speakers Peter Schollick, Yorkshire and Eamon Quinn from Trading 
Standards.  Lunch must be pre-booked by 12th November.  Return entry forms to 
Walter Mcphee or Stephen Barnes, 8 Abermarle Street, Cockermouth.  CA13 0BG .  
Schedule enclosed 
 
 
Contact Details 
 
Chairperson Mr Charlie Savage, Northsceugh, Ainstable, Carlisle, CA4 9RD 
 Tel: 01768 896235 
Secretary Mr Walter Mcphee, Low Buildings, Castlesteads, Brampton, CA8 

2AX  Tel: 016977 41530     
email: mcphee@ yahoo.com  

Treasurer Miss Donna Melbourne, 16 Woodleigh, Walton, Brampton, CA8 2DS 
Tel: 016977 3591 

Newsletter Christine Matthews, Silverhive@hotmail.com 

 
 

NEWSLETTER OCTOBER 2009 
 
Chairman’s Remarks 
Last night was our first indoor meeting of the autumn and Nick Mills gave a very 
interesting illustrated talk on rare breeds of animals, not bees!  He is a member of 
the Rare Breeds Survival Trust. 
Coming up is the Cumbria BKA Convention at Keswick on October 10th.  I’m sure 
there will be more on that elsewhere in this newsletter. 
The final ‘clean up’ day at Walby is on Sunday 11th October, followed by the Honey 
Show on October 26th at Houghton Village Hall.  Do bring your honey along for some 
informative judging by Peter Matthews. 
As I mentioned in the last newsletter, we have a beautiful cedar National Hive which 
was made by Peter Harris and donated to Carlisle BKA to raise money for a good 
cause.  Sealed bids are being taken now for opening on AGM night on 30th 
November.  If you would like to know more about the hive please contact Peter 
Harris on 07830432014.  All the money goes to Hospice at Home.  Bids can be sent 
to me (sealed) at ‘Northsceugh’, Ainstable, Carlisle CA4 9RD or at any of the 
meetings between now and the AGM, including at the AGM itself. 
By now our hives should be feeling really heavy when lifted on one side (hefted) to 
ensure plenty of stores through until April.  Varroa treatment complete and hopefully 
very few mites dropping by the end of treatment should see the colonies through 
winter in reasonable condition. 
Charlie Savage 
 
Association Equipment 
For those of you fortunate to have supers full of honey we now have three extractors 
held in different area for ease of collection and return: in the east   Pete Stride,  tel.  
01228 670469, in the west  Mike Ainscow, 01697 351593 and in the north Lorraine 
Priestley 01461 40440.  Please phone in the evening on weekdays or at the 
weekends.  Equipment must be returned in a clean condition. 
 
 
 



 
 
BBKA withdraws from FERA Project Board 
 
Extract from letter from Tim Lovett, President BBKA, which should have been 
received by all BBKA members 
Poor consultation and flawed structuring of FERA’s Project Board (previously known 
as the Steering Group) responsible for the implementation of  the Healthy Bees Plan 
(HPB) resulted in the BBKA Tustees’ resolution at its 5 September meeting to leave 
the Project Board.  
This clearly is a decision which has not been taken lightly but does mean that we are 
able to concentrate our efforts in confronting the education and training needs of 
members both new and established.  It is activity in this area, improving our 
husbandry of honey bees, that is likely to deliver most in the short term, pending 
answers to the big questions posed by current challenges to honey bee health which 
can only be answered through research and which will take time.  The BBKA 
remains ever more firmly committed to securing adequate research funding and will 
continue its engagement with the funding bodies as refered to earlier. 
Cumbria Beekeepers’ Association Executive have sent a letter to protest at this 
decision as we felt that one vote was better than no vote and that our voice outside 
the Project Board would go unheard. 
  

The 2009 CUMBRIA BEEKEEPING CONVENTION 
 

CONVENTION ARRANGEMENTS 
The Convention will be held in the Braithwaite Memorial Institute hall, which is large, 
well equipped and has ample parking. 
Situated alongside the main A66 (Penrith to Workington) road, some 2 miles north 
west of Keswick. 
The fee includes light refreshments, but NOT lunch. 
Entrance fee £10 can be paid at the door. 
Bar lunches will be available at the Middle Ruddings Hotel some 200yds from the 
hall on the other side of the A66. Orders for lunch will be taken at the door on arrival, 
but payment should be made directly to the hotel after your meal. 
Tea and coffee available for those bringing packed lunches. 
 
Speakers  
Mr. Ian Craig, was brought up on a farm in the South West Scotland and started 
keeping bees at thirteen, and now runs 60 colonies, rearing queens each year from 
selected stocks. Ian is the Past President of the S.B.A. 
Mr. John Crouch, is the Radio Cumbria Chef, writes widely in the media on food, 
runs courses and gives talks on many aspects of food and cooking.  
Mr. Ben Emmet, is an entomologist with a broad knowledge of insect pests and 
pollination, both in research and the commercial world. He has travelled to South 
Africa and Kenya researching vegetables for marketing. 
 

 
Convention programme 

 
09.30 -- Reception, order lunch, tea or coffee 
 
09.55 --Welcome address by CBKA President Nick Mills 
 
10.00 to 11.00 – “My Beekeeping Year” part one, by Ian Craig 
 
11.15 to 12.15 – “Cooking with Honey” by John Crouch 
 
12.15 to 14.00    LUNCH 
14.00 to 14.15   Draw for raffle 
 
14.15 to 15.15 – “Entomologist Abroad in Africa” by Ben Emmet 
 
15.15 to 15.45      light refreshment, tea and coffee,  
 
15.45 to 16.45 – “My Beekeeping Year” part two, by Ian Craig 
 

Closing words by Nick Mills 
 

Exchange and Mart 
A table top sale of second hand beekeeping books and equipment will be arranged. 
Please bring any items for sale, labelled and priced.  
Larger items (including bees), need a post card giving full details, a notice board will 
be arranged for these. 
 

Trade Stand 
 Beekeeping equipment will be on sale throughout the day from Bankhead 

Beekeeping supplies. Prior ordering by phone will simplify things.  01228 573289 
                                                                          number in party 
Application 
for catering purposes and to be able to tell you of any alterations to the programme please 
complete this registration form and send to> 

W. Mackereth, 6, Whiteside Ave., Cockermouth Cumbria. CA13 9AR Cheques made payable to 
'Cockermouth Beekeepers Assoc. fee £10 and may be paid on arrival 

NAME ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

ADDRESS.---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

…………………………………………………………………… 
Tel NO.                                                                              number in party 


